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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 7, 2001. The time is 4:30 p.m. I 

am Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 

Battalion of the New York City Fire 

Department. I am conducting an interview 

with Peter Brown, firefighter from Engine 239 

in regard to the events of September 11, 

2001. 

If you would, Peter, just tell us in 

your own words what happened on that day. 

A. My name is Peter Brown, Firefighter First 
Grade, Engine 239. We were sent on, I guess, a 
second alarm. We staged at the mouth of the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. While we were there, the 
second plane hit. We got the word to go to the 
tower and proceeded through the tunnel. There was 
some traffic in the tunnel and Steve Siller from 
Squad 1 jumped on the rig. We proceeded through the 
tunnel. Steve Siller jumped out on Liberty and West 
Street. 

We proceeded past the two towers up to Barclay, 
looked around. The rig faced south, we grabbed a 
hydrant and we started to stretch the 3 and a half 


back to Engine 24. They had water problems. We 
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hooked up the 3 and a half, stretched it to like 6 
lengths off us, hooked up, pulled some lengths off 
of them, put them all together, augmented them, 
hooked into 6 World Trade Center, into the sprinkler 
system, went back to our rig, got some -- put our 
masks on, I grabbed a cylinder and a personal search 
rope and we started heading back south again on West 
Street. 

All this time there were people jumping from 
the building so we walked in the middle of the 
street. We walked as a unit down the street and the 
Lieutenant, I think, saw Chief Feehan and he said 
proceed to the staging area. As we were walking, 
the south tower started to collapse. The command 
said the south tower was coming down. We looked up, 
we saw the tower coming down. We ran back north, 
hid under the north pedestrian bridge behind -- I 
hid behind Ladder 3, and the dust clouds, debris 
cloud blew by us and hung around a while. It was 
pretty dark. We sort of thought we were buried 
underneath the bridge. 

It was me, Kevin Martin and another guy was there 
who I thought was a Lieutenant, but I found out -- 


he was coughing. I helped him buddy-breathe and 
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then he said he needed water so we ran around the 
side of the truck and got a can. I hit him in the 
mouth with the can a little bit to get some of the 
dirt and garbage out of his mouth. Finally the air 
cleared and we realized we weren't buried under 
debris and we regrouped. We got everybody together 
and Lieutenant Mancuso said, "Let's get out of here. 
This one's gonna come down." He said, "Get 
everybody together" and we went back to our rig. It 
was pretty much debris in our eyes and in our 
mouths. 

We went back to the rig and sort of took off my 
mask and I had dropped some tools while we were 
running. I guess the cylinder and the rope I had. 
While we were there -- I was on Barclay, sort of 
went around to this other building there. It was, I 
think, the DC37 building, DC 10. Something like 
that. And while we were in there we went to the 
bathroom to wash up, get the stuff out of our eyes, 
the second building came down. After that it was 
pretty much an operation from a distance, I guess. 
We didn't get in too close. We stretched a few 
lines. There was cars on fire across the street in 


the parking lot. We stretched some lines and put 
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them out and we did a variety of minor things. 
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay that's it. 
That concludes our interview. The time is 


4:34 p.m. 


